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Queen’s Nails Projects Presents:

PAST FROM THE BLAST
Installation and Paintings by John Felix Arnold 

Featuring Two Evenings of Musical Performances by Japanther
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Thursday, March 3 – March 13, 2011 

Opening Reception: Thursday, March 3, 2011 6-9pm

Opening Night Performance by Japanther: Thursday, March 3, 2011 9-11pm
Closing Reception: Saturday March 12, 2011 6pm-Midnight

Closing Night Performances by Omori, First Family, and Great Willow 

with Live Visuals by Goldwave
SAN FRANCISCO, CA – December 13, 2010 – Queens Nails Projects is pleased to present Past From the Blast, an interactive art experience that melds fine art, installation, and sound in a collaborative presentation conducted by John Felix Arnold and featuring an opening night performance by musical duo, Japanther. Past From the Blast is a hyperbolized visual depiction of a post-apocalyptic future world in which man’s obsessive drive to dominate and innovate leads to the reset of human civilization. The work for this exhibition is meant to examine what Arnold sees as an impending shift in human evolution. Past From the Blast is a collaborative idea between Arnold and Japanther and serves as a visual and aural document of what happens when science and society’s need for “bigger, better, faster, more” overtakes us, spinning out of control and becoming more than we can handle. The work for this exhibition will feature large sumi ink paintings on paper, mixed media pieces, sculptural “relics”, and a central installation that will function as a shelter, altar, and performance space for the opening and closing night musical acts.

Past From the Blast will be exhibited at Queen’s Nails Projects, located at 3191 Mission Street in San Francisco. The artist’s reception will be held on Thursday, March 3, 2011 from 6-9pm, followed by a musical performance by Japanther from 9-11pm. The exhibit runs from March 3, 2011 through March 13, 2011 with a closing reception on Saturday March 12, 2011 from 7-9pm and a final musical performance by Omori, First Family, and Great Willow with Live Visuals by Goldwave from 6pm-Midnight.
John Felix Arnold’s sumi ink and mixed media paintings combine a fine art aesthetic with a stylistic execution that’s intentionally derivative of graphic novels and comics. Equally influenced by this subversive genre of literature, modern dance, and his father’s collection of modern and abstract art, Arnold layers imagery with commentary to create a hybrid reality that references his synthesized human experience. 

For Past From the Blast, Arnold will present a graphic narrative of sumi ink paintings on paper and mixed media paintings in his signature style. Human forms anchor the narrative of the works while undulating forms writhe and contort as one organism in a layered background that presents the chaos of man’s scientific creations. These creations are symbolized by fictionalized creature-forms Arnold refers to as “Astroknots”. These Astroknots are what will inevitably turn on their human creators, threaten man’s place at the top of the food chain, and cause him to build shelter from the obliterated remnants of the former world. 

The installation for Past From the Blast is a 3-dimensional object executed in the same layering process as Arnold’s paintings. The installation depicts one of these regressive, almost primitive, manmade shelters constructed by the members of a once-progressive society that never questioned their actions and, ultimately, is forced to suffer the consequences, reverting to primal ways. The music of Japanther fits with the spirit of this future-primitive scenario and will offer a soundscape to complement the visual experience.

Past From the Blast invites viewers to understand the situations that determine the future of humanity and planetary events while giving praise for the hope that still exists in the present. Arnold intends for this exhibition to serve as a gathering for viewers to enjoy shelter from the chaos and to feel a spiritual sense of togetherness with Arnold acting as the documentarian scribe and Japanther as his musical cohorts.

JOHN FELIX ARNOLD III was born in Durham, North Carolina in 1980, and currently works as an artist and designer in San Francisco, CA. He graduated from Pratt Institute in 2002 with a BFA in Communication Design. He depicts the complex connections, flow and inter-workings of movement, imagery, sound, feeling, emotion, and perception of everyday life and time spans with highly detailed morphing, amoebic forms called Astroknots. He shows internationally and most recently was featured in Best of the Bay‘s 2010 show, A Decade With No Name, in Oakland, CA. His new work explores personal accounts of the turning of humanity through portraiture and epic visual narratives. 
For more information please visit the artist’s site at http://felixthethirdrock.com/
JAPANTHER is a time-based performance duo, formed in 2001 by Ian Vanek and Matt Reilly. Their music is intense, danceable and fun. In Japanther’s near decade of bafﬂing unsuspecting audiences and amassing new fans, the boys have toured Europe, Australia, Mexico, Canada and the US constantly while working in museums on all types of "Art Projects." Synchronized swimmers, illegal shows, marionettes and giant puppets have all been employed successfully again and again, all in an attempt to redeﬁne what bands, groups and gangs can do.

Calendar Editors – Please Note 2 Dates for reception and musical performance:

What:  PAST FROM THE BLAST: Installation and Paintings by John Felix Arnold, Musical      Performances by Japanther
When:  Opening Reception: Thursday March 3, 2011, 6-9PM, 

            Performance by Japanther 9-11PM

            Closing Reception: Saturday March 12, 2011, 6PM-Midnight 

            Performances by Omori, First Family, and Great Willow with Live Visuals by Goldwave 
 
Exhibition Dates:  March 3 – March 13, 2011
Where: Queens Nails Projects

             3191 Mission St.

             San Francisco, CA 94110
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: http://www.queensnailsprojects.com
ABOUT QUEEN’S NAILS PROJECTS Queen’s Nails Projects is a curatorial collective platform that is dedicated to presenting audio, video, and performance-based projects. QNP aims to challenge both emerging and established cultural producers to work outside their ‘normal’ practice in order to produce new and unique projects.
